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Motion 2022-0058 2nd and 
PASSED Accepted the Board 
Minutes from August 2022 

 Motion 2022-0059 2nd and 
PASSED Accepted the August 
2022 Financial Report 

 Motion 2022-0060 2nd and 
PASSED Approved December 
17th as the Christmas Concert 

 Motion 2022-0061 2nd and 
PASSED Approved moving to 
Comcast for internet and 
streaming Services 
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By Carmen Velasquez 

My friend Elvia and I were born to be friends. We knew each other since early 
childhood, our families were neighbors and, one of her aunts married my uncle. 
But we didn’t become friends until middle school. She was a fine girl, 
compassionate, tender hearted, always ready to listen and help. After 
graduating from Education school, she got a job in another city three hours 
away from home. She bought a house and was very happy there. However, 
something happened in her family, and her dad lost the ranch he was 
managing until the passing of Elvia’s grandmother. My friend got concerned 
for the family’s economy, sold her house, and came back to live with her 
parents. She turned into their primary support. In her 30’s, doctors found she 
had a small cancer growing in her uterus and removed part of it. She didn’t 
want her entire womb to be removed because she had hopes to have babies. 
She couldn’t, unfortunately. The cancer came back, and she lost her battle. 
Whenever I went back home, I always looked for Elvia. We talked a lot. And 
we talked when she got sick, too. I wanted to share Jesus with her, but for me, 
it sounded like “I was sharing Jesus because she would die,” sort of. And I 
didn’t want her to have that impression. I had plans of going back home in the 
Spring with the purpose of sharing Jesus in person. A week before my trip I 
called, her mom answered the phone, and told me Elvia had passed two days 
earlier. Big regret! When I went back home, I talked with her mom; I tried to 
comfort her, I told her what a great daughter she had, I told her about Elvia’s 
dreams, and her concern for them… I’m sure she knew it already. 

Two weeks ago, Emelita de Castro asked me to visit Joyce because in 
Emelita’s last visit, Joyce wasn’t doing fine. Joyce hardly recognized anyone, 
Emelita said, and for her it was so hard seeing Joyce in that state. I will do it 
next week, I promised, but I didn’t. Later, when I knew Joyce had passed away, 
I felt the same regret that I felt with Elvia. I visited Joyce many times, at least 
once a month for many months. She recognized me; she knew I was a member 
of her church. She knew people from church were visiting her, but she couldn’t 
say who. She asked for this one and that one. I read the newsletter to her or I 
would drop the bulletin by for her. She said Larry did it too. I brought her treats, 
and gently she rejected them if it was something with milk, eggs or cheese. 
Joyce was a fine lady. She helped me in VBS doing the Bible story, she was 
very happy doing it. She liked children, well, she was a teacher, of course she 
liked children! When Bob Meredith got sick and went to the care home, we 
went to visit him several times, Joyce was always there. One day, we were 
singing “if you’re happy and you know it,” Bob yawned. So I said, “if you’re 
happy and you know it… make a yawn!” Joyce laughed and sang that too! In 
both cases, I felt regret. And I don’t want it to happen again. I don’t know if this 
had happened to you, but if you have a small voice calling in your mind telling 
you to visit someone, or call someone, or pray for someone, don’t resist it. It’s 

the Holy Spirit’s call…         

 
 

Joyce Marie Walker 
 

Longtime Member, Joyce 

Walker, passed away on 

September 16, 2022. She was 83 

years old.  She leaves behind her 

sons, Derek Walker from 

Portugal, and Timothy Walker 

from Reno, Nevada. She was an 

Elder in our church and served as 

a Cradle Roll Leader and Adult 

Sabbath School Teacher. She 

worked for the Vallejo Unified 

School District her entire 

teaching career. She loved to 

water ski, travel, and was an avid 

bird watcher. We look forward to 

seeing her again when Christ 

shall come. Service is Oct. 8 at 2pm 

https://www.deviantart.com/gavinthebard/art/Single-Red-Rose-2-101757114
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

 

October Prayer List 
By Pam Ditto 

 
“Unceasing prayer is the unbroken union of the soul 
with God, so that life from God flows into our life; and 
from our life, purity and holiness flow back to God.  
“There is necessity for diligence in prayer; let nothing 
hinder you. Make every effort to keep open the 
communion between Jesus and your own soul. Seek 
every opportunity to go where prayer is wont to be 
made. Those who are really seeking for communion 
with God will be seen in the prayer meeting, faithful to 
do their duty and earnest and anxious to reap all the 
benefits they can gain. They will improve every 
opportunity of placing themselves where they can  
receive the rays of light from heaven. “We should pray 
in the family circle, and above all we must not neglect 
secret prayer, for this is the life of the soul. It is 
impossible for the soul to flourish while prayer is 
neglected. Family or public prayer alone is not 
sufficient. In solitude let the soul be laid open to the 
inspecting eye of God. Secret prayer is to be heard 
only by the prayer-hearing God. No curious ear is to 
receive the burden of such petitions. In secret prayer 
the soul is free from surrounding influences, free  
from excitement. Calmly, yet fervently, will it reach out 
after God. Sweet and abiding will be the influence 
emanating from Him who seeth in secret, whose ear is 
open to hear the prayer arising from the heart. By 
calm, simple faith the soul holds communion with God 
and gathers to itself rays of divine light to strengthen 
and sustain it in the conflict with Satan. God is our 
tower of strength.  
“Pray in your closet, and as you go about your daily 
labor let your heart be often uplifted to God.”   
 
Steps to Christ p. 98 

Please Pray for these members this month. 

 

• Pastor Josie Asencio 

 

• Joseph Bowlby 

 

• Ruben & Isabel Contreras and Isabella 

 

• Carlos Deras and Rachelle 

 

• Guillermo & Buenaflor Galsim and Jasmine 

Tenorio 

 

• Greta Henderson 

 

• John & Hilde Jones 

 

• Peter Paul & Joana Masigan and Ocean 

 

• Leticia Pacas, Jose, Mario and Pablo Garcia 

 

• Linda Reid 

 

• Nina Tadeo and Rowena 

 

               
The Pathfinder Club inducted 3 new members into the club 
during a ceremony on September 17. The new members are 
Sofia Aguilar and Valerie Molina. Inducted into the club and 
serving as a staff member is Carlos Aguilar. Pathfinders are a 
worldwide organization of young people sponsored by the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church though young people of any 
religious persuasion, or none at all, are welcome and 
encouraged to join the organization. Pathfinders offers a wide 
range of activities including camping, crafts, earning badges, and 

religious studies. 

Pathfinder Induction 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pass it on… 

By Carmen Velasquez                                                                                     

  
 
 
A friend of mine has been struggling with her immigration process for over two years. When we talked a 
couple of weeks ago, she told me how disappointed she was because every door she knocked on was shut 
in her face; she felt discriminated by associations that are supposed to help immigrants with their process. 
She said their attorneys asked her so many questions like, if she has tattoos, if she drinks or does drugs, 
criminal records, her visits to Mexico, when, where, for how long, etcetera. She paid                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
two attorneys already, and her situation didn’t seem to be solved in the short time. With a recently graduated 
daughter that just moved to Seattle for a job opportunity, she wants to be able to travel to see her, and she 
knows the freedom of transit is not allowed to her at the moment. 
When she told me all this, she mentioned she will have an appointment with a new attorney in a few days. I 
promised her I would call to pray with her before the appointment. That morning I thought, what am I going 
to say to her? And suddenly I remembered Romans 8. So, I started my call telling her: “Prepare yourself, 
because today you will receive good news.” I had no doubt. I asked her why she wants to have “papers,” and 
she told me a bunch of reasons: help her husband in supporting the family, go back to school, start a 
business, be more present in her daughters’ life, even to help other immigrants to fill out forms. So, I started 
our prayer reading several verses from Romans 8. “And we know that all that happens to us is working for 
our good… If God is on our side, who can ever be against us? Since He did not spare even his own Son for 
us but gave Him up for us all, won’t He also surely give us everything else?... nothing can ever separate us 
from his love.” I also blessed her with the blessing in Numbers 6. Later, I texted her: “Feel God’s presence 
today; know that you are protected, you’re guided. Moreover, you’re loved.” 
After the appointment, she wrote to me that everything worked perfectly, and she felt at peace during her 
interview. She signed the contract, and the attorney promised her the process won’t take long. God’s will. I 
have to thank Ricky Black who gave me these verses years ago. Romans 8 is Ricky’s favorite Bible text. 
She shared it with me, and I passed it on to my friend Cristi. By the way, Cristi lives in Texas. 
 
 

Community Services  
By Carmen Velasquez 

Last year Community Services acquired a new truck to help in picking up food from the Solano Food Bank. 
The cost of the truck was $23K, half of it was paid from Church funds, and the rest from a major contributor. 
The truck is an asset because it has more capacity to load food and it’s easy to load and unload 
merchandise in CS. However, on two occasions burglars attempted to burglarized it. A month ago, they 
tried to take the catalytic converter from it, but since it’s a diesel truck, it doesn’t have a metal value to sell. 
Two weeks ago, the truck was vandalized, and burglars cut the fuel hose. Neighbors reported it to the VPD 
when they saw people around the truck, and that stopped them from more damage to it. That happened at 
3:00 am. If you have the opportunity to donate to CS, please do so, because the truck also needs repairs 
and maintenance to keep it working. Community Services gave bags of food to 80 households in September 
with 177 people in those households. 16 Volunteers worked a total of 220 
hours for the month. 

Throughout the centuries the promise of Jesus in John 14:2, 3 has filled the hearts of 

Christians with hope: “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also.” In the 

darkest moments of despair, disappointment, despondency, or defeat, the hope of living 

with Jesus in heaven has brightened the day, cleared away the clouds, and lifted the spirits.  

Heaven, what will it be like? Words are inadequate to describe it, but the Holy Scriptures 

give us glimpses of the glorious future. There all will be harmony, peace, love, and unity. All 

will be purity, holiness, and blessedness. Gone will be sorrow, crying, and pain. Best of all, 

death will be no more. 

 



Cougars Volleyball 

team on the left 

and Brooke 

Fernander &  

Savannah Marlow 

on the right. 

  

 

 

                                                                                              

                                 

 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  September Birthdays 
 

Brian Ament 

 

1 

Maylen Moring 

Elijah Protacio 

3 

3 

 

Yolanda Magbanua 

 

4 

Larry Leach 

Levi Ruban 

Emilie Uy 

6 

6 

6 

Evelyn Brucker 

Christopher Raras 

7 

7 

Neil Dicen 

Monika Mejia 

9 

9 

 

Timothy Bui 

 

12 

 

Ana Duran 

 

14 

 

 

Zach-Romeo Cabanez 

 

15 

Kahleen Moring 

Gwen Sugick 

20 

20 

 

Raquel Hurst 

Peter Paul Masigan 

23 

23 

Juegen Van Ellorin 

Noriko Fernander 

Agnes Fernandez 

24 

24 

24 

Trev Caplendo 

Elijah Fernandez 

25 

25 

 

Pete Jimenez 

 

26 

 

 

Johanna Clark 

Bayani Magbanua 

28 

28 

 

Joanna Gardner 

 

 

29 

Oscar Monta 

Thelma Gamboa 

Maldonado 

30 

31 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Kid’s Page 
Riddle: I only can be seen in the sky on a drizzling day and 
not night. What am I? 
Kids 10 and under – Tell Elder Larry Leach the correct 
answer and receive a treat with your parents permission.  

Adventist Education 
 
Dr. Philip Williams, principal of Pleasant Hill Adventist Academy, 
surprised the congregation with a beautiful piano rendition during 
the offering collection on September 17th. His rich singing voice 
also delighted those in attendance and online. He then spoke 
briefly about supporting Adventist Education and informed us 
that 96 new laptop computers have been ordered for the 
students at PHAA. Remember the students and staff in your 
prayers.  

        Living With a Purpose 
I never could imagine for the life of me why God planted me here in 
this small town called Yountville. One minute I was visiting a friend 
from church to filling out an application for a studio apartment. Thirty 
days later I moved into a one-bedroom apartment next to the Napa 
Valley Adventist Retirement Estates (NVARE). 
Several months later God revealed my purpose of moving here. I 
never thought I would be commissioned to do “Transportation 
Ministry”. What a concept! The director of the estates called me one 
day and asked if I would be willing to drive the elderlies for their 
doctor’s appointment, lab work and other medical appointments. 
Without even thinking about it, I said “Yes.” It’s been several months 
now that I‘ve been doing senior duties as I call it on a daily basis, and 
I tell you, it sure has given me a sense of purpose and a passion to 
look forward to every morning. Do I get tired? Of course, I do. It can 
be exhausting at times, but nothing beats coming home feeling 
fulfilled knowing my day was well spent doing service. Living life with 
a purpose is living my best life ever. Thanking God for trusting me to 
take care of His own.  
 
Yours truly, 
Margie Verdan 

The PHAA Girls High School Varsity Volleyball Team has improved tremendously this 
year under the coaching of Coach Tu and Coach CJ.  The team, including our very 
own Brooke Fernander (Sophomore) and Savannah Marlow (Freshmen), won a 
closely matched game versus PUC Prep on September 20 in front of their lively home 
crowd.  The team won 3 straight sets to win the game 25-20, 25-23, 26-24.  Savannah 
is one of two setters for the team, and Brooke is the team’s libero, which is the team’s 
back-row defensive specialist.  The PHAA Cougars are in for an exciting Volleyball 
season this year and will be traveling to Rio Lindo Academy September 21 in addition 
to the highly anticipated High School Volleyball Tournament at PUC October 6-8.  We 
are wishing our PHAA team the best of luck this year! 

Sign made 

by Brooke 

Fernander 

Several months later God revealed my purpose of moving here. I never thought I 
would be commissioned to do “Transportation Ministry”. What a concept! The 
director of the estates called me one day and asked if I would be willing to drive the 
elderlies for their doctor’s appointment, lab work and other medical appointments. 
Without even thinking about it, I said “Yes.” It’s been several months now that I‘ve 
been doing senior duties as I call it on a daily basis, and I tell you, it sure has given 
me a sense of purpose and a passion to look forward to every morning. Do I get 
tired? Of course, I do. It can be exhausting at times, but nothing beats coming 
home feeling fulfilled knowing my day was well spent doing service. Living life with 
a purpose is living my best life ever. Thanking God for trusting me to take care of 
His own.  
Yours truly, 
Margie Verdan 
 

https://freepngimg.com/png/66243-cake-wish-birthday-happy-funny-free-clipart-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

