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October Church Board Actions 

Actions 

 October 15th marked Pastor Appreciation Day at Vallejo Central Church. 

The lower division Sabbath School Classes made large cards for both 

Pastors Henderson and Asencio. The junior class signed tee shirts and 

mugs for them. Each class surrounded the Pastors and gave them hugs of 

appreciation and love.  The congregation also signed cards and filled them 

with cash to show their appreciation for the leadership that Pastor 

Jonathan and Pastor Josie have provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Motion 2022-0062 2nd and PASSED Young 

Adult Activity Dec 3 = Bowling at Round 1 in 

Concord 

  

Motion 2022-0063- 2nd and PASSED Voted:  

Pathfinder Calendar Items:  Nov 20 Holiday 

bags will be put together and   December 3 

Christmas Caroling 

  

Motion 2022-0064 2nd and PASSED Voted 

to accept the Minutes from the September 

meeting 

  

Motion 2022-0065 2nd and PASSED Voted 

to accept the financial report for the month of 

September 

 

Motion 2022-0066 2nd and PASSED    

To compensate 3 Deacons $100 for extra 

funeral duties 

  

 

 

         2022 

Prayer List for November. Please pray for 
the following members: Eduardo & Connie 
Astudillo, Effie Cooper, Harley & Jackie 
Dicen, Maribel Galsim-Viray and Ariana 
and Bryant, Jonathan & Iris Henderson and 
Nathan, Justin Keating and Adriana and 
Arielle, Jerald & Amy Magbaua and 
Bienvenido and Bayani, Charles & Carla 
McKinney and Justin Marcus and Jayla 
Cruse, Charity Patricio, Stephen Reyes, 
Sareda Thompson, Brian & Kim Webb, 
Kaila, India-Blue, and Kaula Angell 



  

 

Christian Women’s Retreat 

By Pam Ditto, Women’s Ministries Leader 
 

COURAGEOUS FAITH 
Northern California Conference Christian Women’s Retreat 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 ESV 

 
The 39th Annual Christian Women’s Retreat was back at Leoni Meadows after a year at Pacific Union College 
because of the Caldor Fire.  There are definitely scars left at the camp, but the good news is that there are repairs 
taking place and new growth bursting from the ground!  Truly, a renewal after the devastation, much like our own 
lives. The retreat’s featured guest speaker was Lisa Holman Marsh, from Stockton. She brought Hagar, Rahab, The 
Woman with No Name and Abigail, to life in a new light.  Lisa showed us the different points of courageous acts of 
faith that encouraged us to seriously think about who’s we will are striving for in our lives.  Five points from the life of 
Hagar: 1) God pursues us and listens to us, 1 Peter 3:7, 2) God knows you by name, Jer. 1:5, Matt 10:30, Ps 139: 
14, 3) You are heard by God, Gen 16:8, 4) You are blessed by God, Isa 41:10 and 5) You are seen by God, Lam 

3:22-23. Our guest artist was Beverly Wesner-Hoehn, a harpist from Sacramento.  Her humor and beautiful harp 
renditions added a special joy to the weekend.  We had the wonderful opportunity to sing several old hymns.  
Did you know that the words to  He Lives is wrong?  The line that reads “He lives within my heart” should 
read; “He lives within my Harp!”  We were corrected on several other songs, as well! To add to the 
specialness of the weekend, Beverly and I had a small reunion.  We worked together at Summer Camp.  
Do you remember Pinecrest!?!? There were several workshops worth a visit.  One that blessed me was 
one on finding the treasures in our trauma.  The circumstances of our lives do not have to define us.  It is 
the blood of Jesus that sets us free. I would like to challenge you to invite a friend to the CWR for next year.  
Two of my invitees enjoyed the vegetarian meals and were blessed in the experience of keeping their first 
Sabbath. 
 

Family Heritage Night at Pleasant Hill Adventist Academy 
By Abigail Marlow 

 
October 1st was the 1st of 4 nights this school year that PHAA will 
celebrate different cultures. Celebrated at this event were Hispanic, 
Latino and Caribbean cultures. Vespers and a parade of Flags (Eli Ruban 
carried the Cuban flag) are pictured. Music celebrating the Hispanic 
culture was performed by the entire school with choirs, orchestra, and 
bell choir featuring our new Music Director Maricel Ebora from the 
Philippines. Pictured is the International Potluck featuring food from 50 
Countries. There was a Soccer dribbling contest and Piñatas for the 
kids.  It was a successful night with a huge turnout from the school and 
supporting community and churches! The next family heritage night will 
be in February. 
 



 

 

              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 Preparing for a Rainy Day 
By Luis Gomez 

 
We recently had National Preparedness Month, which 
is observed every September to promote awareness 
of the value of being ready for crises and disasters that 
may arise at any time. Take some time to consider 
your family's needs; such necessities include food, 
water, backup power, medications, heat, and 
gasoline, to name a few. We must not forget about all 
family members including pets. Some of them may 
require medication, while others may require a special 
diet. Although some crises could persist for a week or 
even up to a month, 72-hour kits are the suggested 
minimum amount of supplies to have for each family 
member. 
The cost of goods has gone up during the past year. 
The best defense against inflation and food insecurity 
is to stock up on necessities (things that you already 
use) while the prices and supplies are available and at 
a “reasonable” price. With the money you have, buy 
what you can and don’t go into debt. Have a strategy 
in place with your family about what to do in case of 
an emergency. Always keep God in mind as you are 
putting emergency and disaster plans into action. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to lead you as you consider what your 
home will require. Jesus protects us, just as God 
instructed Noah to build the ark and the Holy Spirit 
through Joseph to warn the pharaoh of impending 
famine.  “And let them gather all the food of those 
good years that are coming, and store up grain under 
the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the 
cities. Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land 
for the seven years of famine which shall be in the land 
of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the 
famine.” Genesis 41:35-36 NKJV 
“By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning 
events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an 
ark for the saving of his household. By this, he 
condemned the world and became an heir of the 
righteousness that comes by faith.” Hebrews 11:7 
NKJV 
If you have any questions or would like help putting a 
plan together, please feel free to reach out to Luis 
Gomez 

  
  
 

 Ms. Tran, Trinh Bui’s mom was baptized on September 24, 2022, by 
Pastor Long Thatcher.  He and his wife Vicki were instrumental in 
sharing God’s word with her. The service was held at the Alameda 
SDA Church. The hymn of dedication was #522 "My Hope Is Built on 
Nothing Less". Many friends from San Jose, Antioch, and Stockton 
attended as well as Emmy DeCastro from VCSDA church. Tu and 
Trinh brought Ms. Tran to the Oakland Church. Afterwards, Mr. Hien 
Nguyen and his wife,Thoi, made a great commitment to continue to 
take Ms. Tran to church each week.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Emmy Da Castro-Vega, Ms. Tran, and Co Hien. 

Alameda SDA Church  

The Group picture included my family and friends from San Jose, Antioch 

and Stockton. 

 

                               Adventurer Bike Derby 
By Carlos Aguilar 

To kick off the year in high spirits, the Northern 
 California Conference organized a Bike Derby 
 for all adventurers on October 2, where almost 
 200 children participated, riding bicycles and  
tricycles. The bevy of riders met on the campus of 
Sacramento Academy to ride around the running track, with a 
smaller course for younger children. Bike Derbies - our first 
derby post-COVID - is traditionally held annually to offer a 
safe venue for Adventurers to earn their cycling award of 
riding five miles or more. The Vallejo adventurers came 
together to log over 200 laps, which is the equivalent to over 
25 miles.      
The Adventurer Club involves children in grades 1-4, but also 
offers a program for kids in Pre-K, called Eager Beavers. If 
your child is interested in joining our club, please reach out to 
Director Carlos Aguilar for details via email 
at Aguilar0612@gmail.com or by cell at (415) 298-8765. 

   One day at a time… 
By Carmen Velasquez 

 The lady I take care of decided to visit her family in Florida and stay there for a month. Unfortunately, she got sick with a 
rupture in her hip and a blood clot in her knee. At the end, she spent more time in the hospital than with her family. She is in 
pain almost every day, but she is getting better. One day when she wasn’t feeling well, she complained to me. “This aging 
thing is awful. Do you think I am going to get better?” Well, I think your knee will get better, but not your hip. Sad face. “And 
this is it? She added, there’s nothing else (for me)?” …   Silence… And what  if this is your last day? I asked her. Her jaw 
dropped. More silence… What would you do if this is your last day? How would you like to live it? 

She took some time to answer me; “I would like my children to be united, to be in peace, in harmony.”  Let them know that I 
said. If you have any valuables, this is the time to distribute them. “Oh no, they can do that after I die.” Then, you are going to 
create a conflict among them, I said.  It’s better if you put your valuables in Ziploc bags, ask them to come one by one, and give 
those valuables to them without telling the others what everyone received from you. That way, they will understand that was 
your will. When you were out, I added, I made a list of chores that needed to be done around my house. I did all those chores 
one per day until I finished them all. One day at a time, like they say in AA. “Like the song says?” she told me. Yes, like in the 
song. Of course, I started singing “One day at a time.” Maybe one Sabbath I will sing it in church. For now, my plan is sharing 
Jesus with her to give her some peace… one day at a time. 
And please, if you don’t want to hear my opinion, don’t ask for it. I am very opinionated. 

 

16 Volunteers worked a total of 294 hours in October. They gave food 
to 174 individuals in 79 households. Thank you to those who faithfully 
give their time each week to help those in need. 

mailto:Aguilar0612@gmail.com


                         

 

 

                                                                                              

                                 

 

 

                                                     

 

                              

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   November Birthdays 
Geraldine Cabanez 

Gladys Ellorin 

1 

1 

Samuel Aquino Sr. 

Kylee Wong 

4 

4 

Denise Cabanez 

Isabel Contreras 

Hezekiah Moring 

5 

5 

5 

Jayla Cruse 

Dan Ganancial 

6 

6 

Lovely Becklehimer 

Tyler Wilensky 

7 

7 

Rhyan Politano  8 

Nimfa Jimenez-Umali 

Casey Leach Peck 

9 

9 

 Avelino Belga 

Nathan Molina 

10 

10 

Abigail Aguilar 11 

 

Daphne Aguilar 

Brooke Fernander 

13 

13 

 

Angelina Gomez 

 

14 

 

Renee Anastacio 

 

15 

Donald Hurst 

Eli Ruban 

19 

19 

 

Margie Verdan 

 

21 

 

Angely Becklehimer 

 

23 

Holly Fuchs 

Marivel Jimenez 

Fausto Molina 

24 

24 

24 

Joana Masigan 

Leo Moring 

27 

27 

 

Sarah Fuchs 

 

28 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Adventurer Club induction 

By Carlos Aguilar 

The Vallejo Lighthouse Adventurer Club had its induction 

ceremony on October 1, welcoming three new members - 

Micah Broom-Fuchs, Adam Scott Cabrera, and Rosie 

Dominguez. The Adventurer program was created to assist 

parents in their important responsibilities as a child’s primary 

teachers and evangelizers. The program aims to strengthen the 

parent/child relationship and to further the child’s development 

in spiritual, physical, mental, and social areas. 

Story By Carmen Velasquez 
 
One Sabbath, after the prayer group, I saw a message from one of my ex-classmates 
in college asking for prayer because his family needed it abundantly. I called him to 
pray with him at the moment. A week after that, I asked the people in the prayer group 
to add his name in our list. That morning, Pam was not at her office as she usually is in 
our sessions, but in a kitchen. She told us she was low in volunteers for the ministry 
she is part of in feeding the homeless in Fairfield. In fact, only one other woman was 
helping her to cook the 200 lunches for that day. Yes, I wrote 200! They distribute hot 
meals for the day; that day they were distributing corn bread, chili beans, and salad, I 
think, and some candies like a Halloween treat. 
She said that luckily one volunteer drove a truck there with two showers in case the 
homeless people wanted to take a shower. Wow! I thought of the long line of homeless 
people waiting their turn to get a shower. And think about how dirty the showers will get 
after the showers! Who will clean those showers?! But, really, taking a shower makes 
us feel like a real human being, and not a savage. Sometimes we are in our bubble of 
comfort that makes us unable to remember how those who are homeless solve their 
life problems. Thanks to God for those who put their work, time and effort to ease 
homeless’ daily struggles. Pray for them, for the needy and the people who help them. 
Again, if you have the chance, get involve. 
 

Church Work Bee 
By Angelina Gomez 

 
Seventeen people came to the church work bee on Sunday, October 16. Some of the 
completed projects were painting the sanctuary doors, organizing closets, power 
washing the patio, welding fencing and a cage for the church truck’s catalytic converter, 
cleaning baseboards & walls, polishing the sanctuary pews, and organizing the 
missionary desk. We are very thankful to everyone who spent their Sunday morning at 
church, making it a little nicer. We will be having another church work bee in the spring, 
and we hope to see you there! Thank you to: Pastor Josie Asencio, Trinh Bui, Tu Bui, 
Angelina Gomez, Luis Gomez, Dale Hamlin, Bill Keating, Ki Mamon, Kenneth Mamon, 
Jeanette Montealegre, Leo Moring, Rudy Patricio, Aidan Politano, Ed Politano, Eric 
Politano, Erin Romero, Raimundo Romero. 

 

 Vallejo Central Seventh-
Day Adventist Church has 
received $83.45 from 
AmazonSmile as a result of 
purchases made between 
April 1st to June 30th. So far, 
AmazonSmile has donated 
$745.47 to Vallejo Central 
SDA Church. If you haven’t 
signed up, please consider 
doing so now. 
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